ACT  I

The Heralds of Spring are abroad.
There are songs in the rustling bamboo
leaves, in birds' nests, and in blossom-
ing branches.

SONG-PRELUDE

The purple secondary curtain 1 goes up,
disclosing the elevated rear stage with
a skyey background* of dark blue,
on which appear the horn of the
crescent moon and the silver points
of stars. Trees in the foreground,
with two rope swings entwined with
garlands of flowers. Flowers every-

1 Neither  the secondary curtain   nor the drop is
again used during the play.   The action is continuous,
either on the front stage, or on the rear stage, the latter
being darkened when not actually in use.
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